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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 3456 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, NATO, IT 

SUBJECT: ITALIAN PARTICIPANT IN MARCH 14 REINFORCED NAC MEETING 
REF: USNATO 1331 

1. FOREIGN OFFICE HAS JUST INFORMED US THAT BECAUSE OF 
SEVERE NECK INJURY, RESULTING FROM FALL FROM HORSE, 
AMBASSADOR DUCCI WILL NOT RPT NOT BE ITALIAN PARTICIPANT 
IN MARCH 14 REINFORCED NAC MEETING. DUCCI HAS UNDERGONE 
AN EMERGENCY OPERATION AND, WHILE HE IS PROGRESSING SATIS- 
FACTORILY, WILL BE OUT OF COMMISSION FOR SOME TIME. 
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2. WITH RESPECT TO THE MARCH 14 NAC, SECRETARY GENERAL 
GAJA WOULD NORMALLY BE THE ITALIAN CHOICE TO REPLACE DUCCI, 

BUT HIS SERVICES WILL BE REQUIRED IN ITALY DURING JOBERT'S 
VISIT MARCH 14-16. ITALIAN REP WILL THEREFORE BE MINISTER 
WALTER GARDINI, VICE DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS. 

3. COMMENT: FOREIGN OFFICE SOURCE EXPRESSED HOPE THAT 
DUCCI'S ABSENCE WILL NOT BE MISINTERPRETED. HE ASKED THAT 

WE STRESS SERIOUSNESS OF DUCCI'S INJURY AND EXPLAIN REQUIREMENT 
FOR GAJA TO BE IN ITALY TO BACKSTOP FOREIGN MINISTER MORO 
DURING JOBERT'S STAY. IT IS CLEAR THAT ITALIANS WERE MOST 
RELUCTANT TO HAVE TO DROP BELOW POLITICAL DIRECTOR LEVEL, BUT 
THEIR THIN STAFFING PATTERN GAVE THEM NO CHOICE. VOLPE 
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